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a^THE BOOK OF RUTH. 
CHAPTER THE FIRST. 

0^i Elimclcch driven by famine 
into Moab, dieth there, iv Mah- 
ion and Chilion, having married 
wives of Moab, die also, vi Nao- 
mi returning homeward, viii dis- 
suadeth her two daughters in law 
from going with her. xiv Orpah 
leaveth her, but Ruth with great 
constancy accompanieth her. rix 
They two come to Bethlehem, 
where they are gladly received. 

OW it came to 
pass in the days 
when the judges 
ruled, that there 
was a famine in 
the land. And a 
certain man of Beth-lehem-judah 
went to sojourn in the country of 
Moab, he, and his wife & his two 





sons. 
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a And 

OME three years ago, two 
Englishmen, Charles Ricketts 
and Charles Shannon, inspir- 
ed with the love of what was 
excellent in the way of book- 
making, founded the "Vale 
Press," in the first place in Ricketts* private 
house. At the beginning of the present year 
the business was removed to the "Sign of 
the Dial," just the other side of Regent from 
Vigo Street. 

From the first the finest work has been 
done. Less sumptuous in details than that of 
the Kelmscott Press, it is equally sincere in 
s design and well nigh as perfect in execution. 
The publication of "The Dial," a semi- 
occasional periodical, began with the begin- 
ning of the life of the Vale Press, and mum- 
bers one and two which were issued from its 
first home, now sell at three guineas each 
and are hardly to be had at that. At the 
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for she had heard in the country 

of Moab how that the LORD had 

visited his people in giving them 

bread. 

/^VII Wherefore she went forth 

out of the place where she was, 

iii and 

same time Charles Ricketts began to illustrate 
books for Matthews and Lane, "Daphne 
and Chloe," and Marlowe's " Heroe and 
Leander," being the first of this work. 

Books soon to be published are an edition 
of Shakespeare's "Passionate Pilgrim," 
Wordsworth's Sonnets and Sidney's Sonnets, 
both volumes to be illustrated by Ricketts. 

John Lane, having been appointed the sole 
agent of the Vale Press in America, announ- 
ces as fall publications "The Book of Ruth 
and the Book of Esther," with initial letters 
and illustrations by Lucien Pissarro; "The 
Early Poems of John Milton;" "Epicurus, 
Leontion and Ternissa," by Walter Savage 
Landor; "The Poems of Sir John Suckling," 
and "Spiritual Poems," by John Gray. All 
of these poems w : th the exception of the 
"Book of Ruth and Esther," are illustrated 
with frontispieces, borders, and initial letters 
designed and cut on the wood by Mr. Ricketts. 
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